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INTRODUCTION 
Reasons for Making the Study 


The American. people are keenly concerned at this time 
as to the growth and quality of secondary education. This concern 
for the development of an adequate system of secondary education 
prevails among professional educators and the ¢itizenry alike, 
Among educators there is a atrong conviction that changes in the 
curriculum of the secondary school are necessary for the security 
of our American institutions and for the economic welfare of the 
people. In the state of Virginia, end in the nation as a whole, 
the adequacy and efficiency of secondary education is of saetive 
concern to lay people as well as to professional educators. For 
exemple, the Virginia State Chamber of Commerce organized a study 
of publia education in Virginia for which the considerations 
responsible for the undertaking were stated as: 

1, The resognition that education affects the 
goneral welfare more intimately than any other 


state or local activity, and 
&, the statistical evidence of the low rank of 





Teaueational Policies Comission, Education for All 
American Youth, National Education Association of the United States, 
Washington, DBD. O., De Ve 


Virginia among the states in nearly all factors used 

a6 a measure of effort and achievement in education, @ 
The comnalttee conducting the etuly, in their recommendations for 
the improvement of education in Virginia, made the following state- 
ment concerning curriculum improvement: 

The present curriculum offerings of most Virginia 

high schools fell to met the nesds of a large 

proportion of the pupils who enter high school. 

Long term. curriculum plenning that will give groater, 

attention to vocational training is urgently needed. 

An important factor which has caused e need for changes 
in the high school curriculum {s large increases in pupil enroll- 
mont. The rapid growth of high schools in the United States since 
1900 has been accompanied by a similar growth of such institutions 
in Virginie. In 1914 there were 186 accredited high schools in 
Virginia with an enrollment of 15,140; in 1942 there were 450 
acoredited high schools with an enrollment of 111,717. This 
inerease in high school enrolinent is accounted for only in part 
by a growth in the population, because increasingly larger propor- 
tions of the population have enrolled in high school. Only forty< 
two and two-tenthe per cent of the Virginia population between 





Bvirginia State Chanber of Commerce, : Opportunities for for - 


the Improvement of High Sehool Education in Virg , Riohmond, 
Virginia, p. vi. 


Srpia., p. 103. 
43pid., p. 109. 


ages of five and twenty was attending school in 1900, while in 
1940 the proportion of the population attending school had reached 
the figure of sizty-three and nine«tenths per cent. These 
enrollment date are significant becausg, during the earlier period, 
the pupil population of the secondary school was relatively hono- 
geneous in character; but at the present time our schools have an 
wunseleeted population which may be characterized as heterogeneous 5 
In January, 1944, the Virginia State Hoard of Education 

adopted a program of education for Virginia with nine points of 
emphasis, One point in the resolutions reads as followa: 

That the school program be changed at the earliest 

possible date from an eleven to a twelve year system 

in order that there may be better preparation for 

eollege for those who plan to attond college, thus 

permitting the colleges to concentrate upon more advanced 

work, and in oxsder thet the work in several fields of 

vocationel education be strengthened and broadened for 

the benefit of thet large group that will not attend 


colleges, and further that some pre-vocational instruc- 
tion be incorporated in the work of the upper elementary 


gradee.°* 





The Virginia Education Commission arrived at a conclusion 
similar to that of other studies of the sehool ecurriculus. This 


Commission said: 





Sade P.s 3. 





ane i 
meant of Education, f 


The present trend toward extending the school program 
from eleven to twelve years has much.to commend it 

and the ¢chenge should te made ae rapidly aa possible. 
This will provide for an enriched program in that there 
may be better opportunity for science, language, and 
mathematics for those preparing to enter college or 
technical school, and will tend to place the Virginia 
students on the samo level as those from other states 
where the twelve-year program is in effect. Even more 
important is the greater opportunity for training in 
the vocational subjects for those whe do not go beyond 
the high school in their formal education. 7 


The statement from the Southern States Work-Conferendce 
as to the responsibility of local leadership in currioulum building 


is veadily acceptable: 


The main burden of building the details of the achool 
ourriculum falis on the local school and seheol syatem. 
State, regional and mtional agencies can and should 
help, but for all practical purposes what happens to 

the sehcel curriculum in the Southern Region will happen 
in logal communities under the leadership of the local 
people. The procedures end techniques of local curric- 
ulum leadership, therefore, become of impressive — 
sienificance,.S 


It would appear from the foregoing discussion, therefore, 


that a study heving to do with curriculum expension and adjustment 


to meet the needs of the secondary school population of a particqular 









| Virginia ‘Bducation Comniasion, Be Vir inia Schoo), 

System, Commonwealth of Virginia, Richmond, V: Virginia, pe 100. 
ao States Work-Conference on Sckcol Administrative 

Ging Southern Region Through Education, 





community would be both timely and significant. It would deal with 
matterxs which are of concern to both laymen and professional 
educators in Virginia; it would attempt to effect in an actual 
school situation recommendations of such agencies as the State Roard 
of Education and the Virginia Education Commission, and it would 
seek to determine what modifications of the curriculum offering 

aro suggested by the rapid growth in number of high schools, with 
the xesulting daclusion in the sehool enrollment of an increasing 


persentage of the total population of school age. 





Statement of the Froblen 





The purpose of this study is te determine, through 
aualysis of pertinent characteristics of the community and the 
students to be served, whether ox nct the Holland High School 
should change from an eleven-year to a twelve~year program. The 
Holland High School is a consolidated school serving the white 
population of Holy Neck District, of Nansemond County, Virginia. 
In the present eleven-yoar program there are seven years in the 
elementary school and four years in the high school. ‘The pattern 
of organization prevailing in the majority of the schools in 
Virginia that have already adopted a twelve-yenr program is seven 


years in the elementary school and five years in the high sehool. ® 
















Program of faucation for Virginia's | 
State Board of Education, Richmond, Vir- 






®, Comprehensiv 
Publics , Sghools. Virginie 


For the purposes of this study the pattern as stated above ia 
aceepted for the twelve-year program. 

The school is the principal agency in the community for 
education and the study is concerned, primarily, with that agency. 
However, 1% is recognized that other agencies also gan afford 


recreational, vocational, and cultural opportunities. 


Seope end Limitations of the Study 


The study is limited to the consideration of the educa~- 





tional needs of the pupils of the Holland High School which serves 
the white population of the Holy Neok District. The conclusions 
and recommendations will. be concerned with the type of program 
which would seem to be suggested by the educational needs of the 
children of secondary school age in the area. 

No attempt will be made to give a detailed analysis of 
the eost of the program recommended. Cortain facts are presented 
concerning the economic status of the district and of Nansemond 
County of which it is an integral part, but the primery purpose 
for the introduction of these data ie to present. infomation about 
the commaity which is essential in arriving at the curriculun 
needs of the youth. Recommendations and conclusiens concerning 
gost of the program, physical equipment and personnel are regaried, 


therefore, as incidental rather than essential to the study. 


Sources of Data 

The offices of the County Treasurer and County Commis- 
gioner of Revenue supplied information as to taxable valuation of 
property, tax levy, amount of taxes collected, land valuation, 
and related facts. 

The office of the County Agricultural Agent of the 
Extension Division of the United States Department of Agriculture 
afforded information as to the number of farms, land use and value, 
amount of ecreage and value of certain orops, and facilities of 
farm houses. 

Data relative to the administration of schools, such 
as school cenasue reports, per capita costs of instruction, and the 
like were secured in the office of the Nansemond County Sehool 
Board. 

The United States Census Reports supplied information 
ag to the population of the county and district, occupational 
status of the population, and related information. 

Data concerning the graduates of the Holland High School 
were secured from the high school principal's records. In this 
office a card system of recoris is kept giving information con- 
cerning the graduates’ places of residence, cecupation, length 
of time spent in college, and marital status. From the permanent 


soheol records information relative to courses pursued in high 


achool and grades received by graduates in all their classes was 
obtained. 

Finally, a study entitled "A Village Consolidated School 
in Relationship to Ite Community", made by W. R. Savage, Jr., in 
1940, which contained a detailed survey of life in the community 
under study is drawn upon for data pertaining to the local situa~- 
tion. Certain information from this study relative to social, 
economic and cecupational status, activities of out-of~s¢hool 
youth, educational status, and educational activities which are 
pertinent to the problem under consideration, is used, and grate- 
ful acknowledgement of the writer's debt to this previous study 


is herewith expressed. 


Organization of the Study 

In Chapter IZ an analysis of the social, economle and 
educational background of the area served by the scheol is under~ 
taken. The Holland High Sehool is only one of the schools of 
Nansemond County and is a unit in a county system which is admin- 
istered by a single board of education. Since this is true, 
certain information is given for the county as a whole as well as 
for the district in order that an understanding of the setting of 
the problem may be more complete. Virginia schools are operated 
en & dual-system basis, and for that reason information concerning 


the Negro population 1s helpful to clear unierstanding of the 


background of the problem. 

The last section of Chapter II sete forth certain 
information about the graduates of the Holland High School. The 
study of the Holland Community made by Mr. Savage gives valuable 
information relative to the graduates for the period 1930-1939. 
fhe date pertaining to the graduates during this period are com- 
pared with similar data for the graduates in the period 1940- 
1946. 

Chapter IIT presents the educational needs of youth 
recognized by authorities in the field of education. Reference 
ie made to data concerning the graduates of the Holland High 
School to determine specific needs that are implied. 

Information from the study of high school education in 
Virginia made by the Virginia State Chamber of Commexce pertinent 
to the problem is cited. The Report of the Evaluating Committe — 
which evaluated the Holland High School in 1942 using the Evalua~ 
tive Criteria of the Cooperative Study of Secondary School 
Stenudams is quoted, since portions of this report bear directly 
on the problen,. 

On the basis of an analysis of the data presented certain 
donclusions as to the type of program that meets the needs of the 
-students are reached in Chapter IV, ani in terme of that program 


a recemendation as to its organization is proposed. 





SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 


Holy Neck District is in the southwestern part of 
Nangemond County, Virginia. The District is bounded on the south 
by North Carolina, Southampton County on the southwest, Isle of 
Wight County on the west, Chuekatuck District of Nansemond County 
on the east. Holy Neck District contains about 186 square miles 
of the territory, the total area of Nansemond County being 402 
aquare miles.* School levies in Nansemond County are male without 
regard to district lines, there boing a single board of education 
for the county. 

in Virginia the welfare of any school district is so 
inter-related with that of the county as a whole it is pertinent 
to describe the county setting. 

NWansemond was first visited by the white man in 1608.4 
He found there a large and powerful tribe of Indians who salled 
themselves Nensemonis; it was from these that the county derived 
ite name. In 1618 the first successful settlement was made.* 


The steady pressure of the white settlers decreased the Indiana 








Suffolk, Virginia, Pp. 20. 
*rbid., Pp. 5. 


SIbid., pe 4. 


COLLEGE Or WILLIAM & Magy” 


il 


in numbers until they are now extinct, 
Apout 1630 the land in this area began to be patentad 
and by 1704* when the first complete land beck of the county was 
made practically all the land in Nangemond County had been 
patented and was being settled, | 
Progress of the county during the 18th century was 
marked by the establishment of trade centers on the Nansemond 
River; a monthly mail route from Williamsburg by way of James~ 
town through Nansemond to Edenton, North Carolina; formation 
of lumber compenies to develop timber resources; the establishment 
of a school; the growth of churches,and other significant events.” 
By the end of the century the county was well developed agricul- 
turally with the masses of the people living on the products of 
their farms, It was during this period that peanut evlture was 
“imported into the county, 

A definite pattern of progress continued during the 
19th centuzy, The first railroad was built through the county, 
& newspaper made its appearance, telegraph lines were constructed, and 
progress was made in commercial life,as well as in education and 
religion, The county, due to its location, felt very deeply the 
effects of the Civil Wer. The people were undaunted by the war, 





“ria, p. 5. 
Srpid., p. 5. 
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however, and the latter part of the nineteenth century was a 
period of mech progress and development “ 

fhe early part of the 20th century Was a continuation 
of growth and progress. Outstanding developments in the improve- 
ment and sonatruction of roads were made, Many miles of telephone 
and power lines now stretch across the county. 

Nansemond County is eae of the most fertile and produc- 
tive counties in the atate. The fertile loam soil produces 
orops in abundance, it is easy to cultivate, can be highly 
improved, and will retain to a high degree minerals added. The 
county ranks third in the amount of peanuts reised, 199,177 
bage being harvested in 1942," The average bags produced per 
acre was 12.3. ‘The city of Suffolk, located in the center of 
Nansemond County, is recognized as the world's largest poanut 
market, Cotton fomerly was an important source of revenue to 
farmers, The acreage planted in this crop bas fluctuated a great 
deal due to the fluctuation in the market price of this commodity 
and the prevailing labor supply. In 1942 4,264 acres were planted 
in cotton with a yield of 3,980 bales. Corn is another valuable 
erop in the county. Since Nansemond ig an important pork pro~ 


ducing county, most of the corm is fed to hogs rather than sold 





Sipid., De 7. 

"Virginia Farm Statistics, Virginia Department of 

Agriculture, Bulletin No. a4, Richmond, Virginia, 1944. 
Srbid., pp. 56-57. 
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on the market. In 1942, 21,200 acrea were planted in corn.” 
On January 1, 1942, there were 29,900 hogs in the county. 2° 
Nensemond County ranks second in the state as to number of hogs 


produced for market. 





Table I shows that there has been a continuous inorease 
in the population since 1900, The exoeption in the figurea for 
the year 1920 is due to the fact that the city of Suffolk’s popu- 
dation is shown 4n the 1910 cenaus. After 1910 Suffelk became 
independent of the county politically. A very significant fact 
is the ratio between the white and Negro population. In 1940, 
there were 7,489 white and 17,288 Negroes, or $2.9 per cent white 


and 67.1 per cent Negro. 


TABLE I 
POPULATION OF NANSEMOND COUNTY, VIRGINIA, SINCE 1900* 






Year 
1900 
1910 
1920 


1.930 


1940 | | 7,489 15 TL 
*fhese data were taken from the United States Census Reports for — 
the years shown. 








Ibid., pp. 46-47, 
LOTbid., pe 1228, 
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fable It makes a comparison of the population of Rely 
Neck District with that of the entire county. Of o total of 
22,771 for the entire county, 6,079 reside in Holy Neck District. 
The district has, therefore, 26.7 per cent of the population of 
the county. Since there are five districts in the county this 
indicates that Holy Neck Distri¢ct has a relatively large share 
of the population of the county, 


TABLE IT 


POPULATION BY RACE AND SEX FOR NANSENOND COUNTY, 
HOLY NECK DISTRICT AND OTHER DISTRICTS COMBINED* 





prone 7 wiy Neck . “Other Diotriote | 
_ County District Gombined 





otal Population 22,771 6,079 16,692 
Male 11,823 3,108 8,420 
Female 11,248 2,976 8,302 


White Population _ 
Hale 3,843 1,150 2,693 
Female 3,62 : 3, 5 

Negro Population 


Hale 2,667 1,980 5,717 
Female 7,618 1,857 8,788 . 





*fhose data were taken from the United States Bureau of the 
Census, Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940. Vol. IT, 
Part VII, Washington, D. ¢., Government Printing Office, 
1945, Pe 246. 
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The preponderance of Nogro population compared to the 
white has many secial implications. Table IizZ indieates the 
ratio in per cent of whites and Negroes for the entire gounty, 


Holy Neck District and the remaining districts in the county. 


THE PER OBNT OF THE WHITE AND NEGRO POPULATION IN 
NANSEMGND GOUNTY, HOLY NECK DISTRICT 
AND THE REMAINING DISTRICTS* 





Total Whites Negroes 
Pex Cent Per Cent Per Cent 





Nansemend County 3400 $2.9 B71 
Holy Neck District 1006 37 64 62.6 


Remaining Districts | | 
Combined 180 $1.3 68.7 





*these data wore obtained from the Sixteenth Census of the 
u nited States, 1940, Vol. II, Part Vil, Washington, D. C. p. 246, 
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fhe trend in population of persons of sehool age can 
be determined by examination of the school census reports made 
in 1930, 1935, 1940, and 1945. The census for each of these 
S-year intervals was taken under the direction of the Nansemond 
County School Board with the authorization of the State Board 
of Education. 

The figures in Table IV indicate a definite downward 
trend in the school population of Holy Neck District, This 
trend is very gradual, The inerease in the 3 to 9 age group 
in 1945 over that of the same age group in 1940 in apite of a 
decrease in the total may be very significant. Those figures 
indicate that if the physical facilities for education are now 


adequate that they will serve the needs for the near future. 


Baphasis should be placed on the adequacy and quality of a program 


of eduestion that best meets the needs of the pupils, 


1? 








AGE DISTRIBUTION FOR POPULATION UNDER TWENTY YEARS 
OF AGE IN HOLY NECK pIsTRict FOR 19390, 1935, 
1940, and 1945* 





otal marber 
White 
Negro 


Under S 





‘me tcAtattes shown atowe were ai. fein the ‘dened Srey Sahoo! Census of “W980, 


1935, 1940, and 1945 in the office of the Nansemond County Seheol Boa: 





> Suffolk, Virginia. 


Additional evidence aa to the trend in pupil enrollment 
in the district is obtained by examination of the enrollment and 
attendance figures at certain intervals over an extended period 
of time. This information is given in Table V. 


IN HOLY NECK DistTRicT* 








‘Total Per Cent 
1930 476 123 699 S13 «85.6 
1935 403 164 667 $02 88.5 
1940 369 167 526 476 = 90.4 
1946 382 122 503 44% 88,3 





*fhese data were obtained from the office of the Superintendent 
_ of Nangemond County Schools, Suffolk, Virginia. 


Reasonably accurate figures as to the oooupations of 
White adulte of the district were obtained by a survey made in 
1940. Since this survey includes approximately ninety per cent 
of the white adults it gives an accurate picture of the occupational 


status for the date studied. This information is given in Table VI. 
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TABLE VI 


OCCUPATIONS IN HOLY NECK DISTRICT IN 1940* 








Classification 





fotar 209 897 12494350? 





Agriculture 409 «405 4 68.2 <6 
Moxchant 1600S 3 Ee met 
Saleswork 93 36 42 6.~ 6.8 
Clerical Work 49 27 29 4.$ 3.5 
Homenaking 503 “ §03 ~ 82.1 
Sawomiil 12 86128 - 2.- - 
Professional 16 8612 6 2e~ «9 
Factory 13 8 5 1.3 #8 
Mechango 4 4 - a 
Filling Stetion 6 8 ~ 1.300 
Unekilled Helpers | 21 21 ~ 3.5 - 
Unelassified | 38 36 2 6, ee 
Unemployed 45 15 30 2.5 48 





“Savage, We Rey Jee, "A Village Consolidated School in 
Relationship to Ite Community." Unpublished Master's theais, 
Duke University, Durham, N.o., 1941. 
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A. survey.of employment status of out-of-school youth 
between the ages of 17 and 25 was also made in 1940. These. data 
were sollected by means of a questionnaire. Gomparison of certain 
totel figures with those from the United States Censua indicates 


that the survey figures ara reasonably accurate. 


TABLE VIL 


OCCUPATIONS OF SAITE OUT-OF-SCHOOL YOUTH IN 
S DISTRICT IN 1940" 











Farming 22 31.8 - « 


Clerke 9 13.2 1s 24.2 
Service Station il 19.9 - “ 

Highway Laborer 3 442 ~ ” 

Beautician - - 6 11.2 


Housewife “ “ 12 22.2 
Tnemployed 24 34.7 23 42.8 





savage, We Rey Tro, "A Village Consolidated sohool in Relation-+ 
ship to Ite Gommunity." Unpublished Master's thesis, Duke 
University, Durham, N. ¢., 1942. 


‘The predominance of agriculture in the economy of 
the aounty is shown by the figures from Table VIII. Though 
statistics for the district in these respects are not available, 
it is reasonable to assume thet they are in practically the 


game proportion. 


TABLES VIII 


PERSONS ENGAGED IN GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS 
IN COUNTY IN 1940* 





All Industries 7,903 100 

Agriculture $3,576 42.7 
Farmers and Farm Managers 1,482 43.9 
Fara Laborers and Poremen 1,576 46.7 





*These data were taken fron the  Tatted States Bureau of the 





Census, Sixteenth Consus of the United States, 1940. Vol, II, 
Part a Washington, D. Gy, Government Printing Office, 1943, 
Pp. 246. 
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Figures for a recent year as te the yield of the 
principal erops and the number of hogs and pige produced 
suggest the types of farming that are carried on in the district. 
This information is shown in Table IX for the year 1944, 


TABLE IX 


AGRES PLANTED AND YIELD OF GORN, PEANUTS, COTTON, 
TOBACCO, AND NUMBER OF HOGS FOR HOLY NECK 
DISTRICT IN 1944* 














Corn 8,522 235,673 Bushels 
Peanuts 9,146 11,117,418 Pounds 
Cotton 1,624 1,839 Bales 

Tobacco 68 65,510 Pounds 

Hogs o~ 11,473 Hogs and Pigs 





*These data were taken from mimeographed report, County Agent's 
office, Suffolk, Virginia. 


There are five railroads and other public service 
corporations that have taxable property in Nansemond County, 
These properties in addition to the real estate in the county 
give Nensemond a relatively large assegament valuation. 

The total amount spent for instruction and the per. 


capita cost of instruction is shown in Table X, 


TABLE X 


PER CAPITA COST FOR INSTRUCTION FOR WHITE PUPILS 
ENROLLED IN HOLY NECK SCHOOLS* 








“Per Capita Per 
Year — ne ss Amount ss Pp. Enroll od 





1930 $ 24,196.67 $ 40,37 
1935 18, 767,00 33.09 
1940 19,991.92 37,88 





19,065.00 50.57 


*these data were obtained from the office of the Superintendent 
of Nansemond County Schools, Suffolk, Virginia. — 


In the survey made of the distriet in 1940 the level 
reached in school training of adults over twenty-five years of 
age was investigated, The results of this investigation are 
compiled in Table XT. 


SCROOL TRAINING OF WHITE ADULTS IN HOLY N&oK DisTRicr* 





No Pormal Education 24 2.2 


Discontinued ini 

Slementary School 355 S865 

High School 267 Bho S 
DL scontinued after? 

Graduation from High School 193 1.7.7 
Discontinued in: 

College 192 19.6 
Graduated from: 

Colleges 59 5.4 





*Savage, W. Ro, Jr., "A Village Consolidated School in 
Relationship to Ite Community." Unpublished Master's theais, 
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In the seme survey, made in 1940, quoted in the pre~ 
eeding table data were collected as to the training of the out~ 
of-sehool youth, between the ages of seventeon and twenty-five 
years. +t ts important to bear in mind that the numbérs used 
in this compilation do not include youth who were in school 


EDUCATION OF OUT-OF-SCHOOL YOUTH in HOLE BSCE DISTRICT 
BETWEEN THR AGES OF SEVENTEEN | H~<yRaRrs* 








Total. 69 54 123 





Discontinued int 
Elementary | 
Sehool 13) 36.28 12 20,3 36 29.8 


Sehood (18 18,8 10 —s «18.5 23 48.7 


Gradusted from | 
High School 82 31.8 24 8 444 46 = 57.4 


College | 
Training 7 10,2 6 11.1 13: 10.5 


Buainess 
Training 2 2.8 3 $.6 S$ &.0 





“gavage, W. R., IPs, "& Village Consolidated School in Relation« 
ship to Its Community.” Unpublished Master*’s thesis, Duke 
University, 1941. 





@ Graduates of Hollend High School. 

The geographical distribution of the graduates of the 
Classes 193041939 as of 1940 ia shown tn Table KIII. ‘Two . 
hundred and thirty-four persons are facluded in this analysis 
Fifty~one per cent of these graduates were reaiding in Holy 
Neck District. Twenty-two and three-tenths per cent reside in 
Nangsemond County, but outside Holy Neck District. Eighteen and 
four-tonths per cent reside in other parte of Virginia; while 


‘seven and six-tentha per cont are living in other states. 


GROGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF HOLLAND HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
GLASSES OF 1990-1939 INGLUSIVE AS OF 1940* 








Lacations ¥en Vonen Total Fer dent 





Total 86 148 254 160 





Holy Week District 52 69 igi 51.5 
Nangsemond County 10 42 52 2243 
Virginia 12 3h 45 18.4 
United States 12 8 18 7.6 
Foreign Country #) 0 §) “ 





*gavage, HW. Ro, Jr, "A Village Consolidated School in Relation« 
ship to Its Comunity." Unpublished Master's thesis, Duke 
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fable XIV carries identical information for the ereduates 
Of 1940-1946, inclusive, as of 1947. A smaller per cent of this 
group, forty and two-tenths per sent, are living in the district. 
The per cent living in the county, six per cent, is also smaller. 
The per cent living in Virginia, but outside the sounty, is larger 
being thirty-eight per cent as compared to eighteen and four~ 
tenths per cent in the earlier croup. Twenty-four or thirteen 
per cent are residing in the United States but outside Virginia. 


These conditions suggest that the program of the Helland High 





School should take inte account general needs of youth and those 
specific needa which characteristics of the local sommunity imply. 


GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF HOLLAND HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
SLASGES OF 1940-1946 INCLUSIVE As OF 1947* 








Locations — | Men Women. Total Per Cent 





fotal &9 125 184 200 





Holy Neck District 33 
Hensemond County 4 


41 
? 
Virginia 14 56 70 38. 
United States 14 20 
1 


Foreign Country i 
Deceased 8 - 2 1.1 





er data were taken from Teconds in the principal’ a FS] office, = 
Holland High School, Holland, Virginia. 


The kind and amount of training received after gradua~ 
tion is shown in Table XV. ‘Twelve ani three+tenths per cent entered 
sollege but did not graduate. Twenty-eight of the two hundred ani 
thirty-four, or eleven and bine-tenths per cent graduated from college; 
While six per cent took some kind of vocational training. Gne hundred 
and sixty-three of the graduates, sixty-nine and six-tenths per cent, 
“yeceived no further training efter graduation. 


TABLS XV 


COLLEGE ATTENDANCE OF THE NEN AND WOMEN GRADUATES oF 
1939* 





HOLLAND HIGH SOHOOL FROM 1930 THROUGH 





Total a6 100. 148 100.= “gaa “00.— 





Attenfied College ll 12.8 18 if.l 29 12.4 
{Did not graduate) 


Greduated from College 12 13.2 16 16.8 28 11.9 
Vocational Training 2 2.3 12 861 4 6.° 
No Further Training 61 70.9 102 68.9 163 69.7 





Rees: W. Re, Tre, "A Village Consolidated School in Relationship to 
Its Gomunity.” Unpublished Master's thesis, Duke University, 1941. 


Table XVI gives the college training of the graduates of 
the later period. Five and four-tenths per sent of these entered 
college, ‘but 414 not graduate, eleven and nine-tenths per cent 
graduated, and fifteen ani two-tenths per cent took vocational, 
training. One hundred and twonty-four of the totel, o sixty-seven 
and four-tenths per cent, had no training beyond high school. 


TABLE XVI. 
COLLEGE ATTENDANCE OF THE MEN 





AND WOMEN GRADUATES OF 


HOLLAND HIGH SCHOOL FROM 1940 TuRoUGH 1946* 





Total 60 100.5. 124 100.- 184 86100. 





Attended College 0 o> 10 8.1 10 5.4 
(pid not graduate) 


Greduated from College 10 16.6 12 9.49 22 12.9 


Vooational Training 1 1.6 2? 21.8 23 15.2 
flo Purthor Training 49 81,9 96 60.5 124 67.4 





“These data wore taken from principal's office, Holland High School, 
Hellend, Virginia. 


When the two groups are combined and analyzed the 
training beyond high school for four hundred and el ghteen 
graduates covering a period of seveateen years is presented, 
Nine, and thyee~tenths per cent graduated from college and 
ten per cent took vosational training beyond high school. 

Two hundred and eighty~seven,or sixty-~olght and seven-tenths 
per cent, received no further training after graduation. 

These data indicate that for over two-thirds of the pupils 
who graduate from Holland High Seheol eraduation is the end of 


their formal sducation. 





Occupational status of Graduate 
The occupational stetus of the graduates, classes 
1950-1939, inclusive, as of 1940 is shown in Table ZVII. The. 
largest number of men are faming, thirty-seven and two-tenths 
per vent, while thirteen,or fifteen and one-tenth per cent, are 
in industry. Over fifty per cent of the mon are employed in 
these two flelds. As would be expected, a large per cent of © 
women, forty-three and two-tenthe per cent, are engaged in 
housekeeping, When the men and women are considered together, 
twenty-seven and nine-tenthe per cont are housekeepers, thirteen, 
and two-tenths per cent are farming, ten and six«tenths per 
cont are clerks. Smaller percentages are engaged in the other 


eecupations listed. 
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OCCUPATIONS OF THE HOLLAND HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
OF THES YEARS 1930-39, INCLUSIVE AS OF 1940* 





Mon men 
Gccupstion aeeer Por Cont Numbor Por Gent fiumber Per Cent 





Industry 13 18.1 4 2.9 1? 7.2 


Teaching 2 2.3 13 8.7 18 6.4 
Nursing 8) “oo 10 6.7 id 4.3 
Beautician « ~ 4” 2 1,3 2 ~.9 
Amy and Navy 9 10.4 o ao 9 3.8 
Clerk 

Seeretarial 2.3 8 5.4 10 4.3 
Part-time 10 4.3 
Filling Station 
In School 


ao 
* 
@ 
a 
or 
* 


Unemployed 
Housewife ~ ~~ 65 43.2 65 27.9 





*Savage, Ve Ro, Tes, "A Village Consolidated School in Relationship to 
its Community." Unpublished Master's thesis, Duke University, 1941. 
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In eonsidering the occupations of the second group 
there ig a striking corvelation of the per cent of graduates 
in various vocations. Of the graduates, classes 1940-1946, 
thirty-seven and three-tenths per cont of the men are farming, 
twenty-three and seven-tentha pexr cent are in industry, this 
aceounting for sixty-one per cent of the men. In this group 
fifty-two and eigkt-tenths per cent of the women are engaged 
in housekeeping. When the men and women are considered 
together, cleven and nine+-tenths per cent are in agriculture, 
thirty-five and nine-teaths per cent in housekeeping, ten and 
nine-tenths per cent in secretarial work, and seven and six- 
tenths per cent are eclevks. Twelve and five-tentha per cent 
are in school and three ani eight-tenths per cent are unemployed. 


This information fs given in Table XVIII, on the following page. 


PRESENT OCCUPATIONS OF THS HOLLAND HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
OF THE YEARS 1940-1946, INCLUSIVE* 











Number Fer Gent Numb 





Occupation 


Total 99 100.< 125 8 8=6100.+ 184 8 100. 





Farming £8 37,3 ~ “ 22 11.93 
tTndustry 14 23.97 2 1.6 16 8.8 
Teaching * cal tas 5 4.0 ] 2.9 
Nureing ~ od 3 Rut 3 46 
Beautician ~ “.- “ ~~ ~ -.* 
Amy and Nevy 5.2 tad 3 1.6 


1.7 19 15.2 20 10.9 


2 

Clerk 3 5.1 il 3.8 14 7.6 
Secretarial 1 
3 


Filling Station $.2 “ “— 3 1.6 
In School 10 16.8 13 10.4 23 (18,8 
Unemployed 2 1.7 6 4.8, ? 3.8 
Housewize - “ 66 52.8 66 8-85.49 
Deceased 2 3.4 - aa 2 1.2 





*These data were taken from the principal's office, Holland High Sohool, 
Hollend, Virginia. 


When the two groups are combined for consideration 
of oecupation, there is little variation from olther of the 
individuel groups. Fifty-four of the 145 men studied, thirty- 
seven and twoetenths per cent are engaged in agriculture, and 
eighteen and aix-tenths por cent are in industry, these two 
fields accounting for fifty-five and eight-tenthe per cent of 
the mon studied. Of the women studied, 131, or forty-eight 
par cent, are housekeepers. When the men and women are 
considered together, twelve and nine-tentha per cent are engaged 
in agriculture as the leading gainful vocation. 

This information is easential in order to plen an 
educational program suited to the needs of the youth of the 


The mest significant facts from the data presented in 
thia chapter are gummariged briefly in the following statements: 

1. There has been a continuous increase in the 
population of Nansemend County and Holy Neck District. 

&. In Holy Neok Dietriet @ very large per cent of the 
population is Negro, the Syeundee an being elmost three Negroes 
to one white. 

3. The total population of persons unler twenty years 


of age hes declined for both whites and Negroes during the period 
1930 to 1945. Despite a net decline, the population of the white 
ago groups under 5 and from 5 to 9 showed a decided increase 
during the period 1940 to 1945. 

4, Nansemond County is predominantly an agricultural 
area and the per cent of people engeged in agricultural pursuits 
in Holy Neck District is even greater than that for the county 
as a whole. 

5. The large per cent of out-of-school youth, ages 
17-25, engaged in farming further substantiates the fact that 
the community under study is an sncianeivel area. 

6, The principal agricultural products of the district 
are corn, peanuts, csetton,. tobaceo ani hogs. 

7, One-third of the population dropped out of school 
before completing the elementary grades and an additional one~ 
fourth ata not complete high sehool. 

8. the analysis of the education of the out-of-school 
youth suggests the same conclusion as above. In addition, the 
fact that thirty-seven and four-tenths per cent of this group 
finished high school, tut took no further training establishes 
the fact that whatever education is secured for a large per cent 
of the youth most be provided by the high school and that this 
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should therefore be as rich and complete as these needs demand, 

9» The per cont of attendance for the white pupils 
fluctuated in the period 1930 to 1945 from a low of eighty-five 
and six-tenths per cent to a high of ninety and fouretenths per 
cont. 

10, Silightiy more than half cf the graduates of the 
Holland High School of the classes of 1930-1939, inclusive, 
lived in Holy Neck District in 1940. Of the graduates of 1940- 
1946, inelusive, forty and two-tenths per cent were living in the 
district in 1947, 

ll. Of the graduates from 1930-1946, inolusive, nine 
end three-tenths per cent entered college, but did not graduate; 
eleven and nine-tenths per cent entered college and araduated; 
ten per cent attended vocational schools, and sixty-eight and 
seven«tenths por cent of all graduates studied reesived no further 
training after high school. 

(12. ‘Thirty-seven and two-tenths per cent of all meu 
evraduates studied were engaged in farming at the time the studies 
were made. The remaining graduates were distributed in smaller 
percentages in the following fields named in order of highest 
percentage: industry, students, Army, Nevy, clerks, filling 
station, secretarial, and teaching. Of the women graduates, 


forty-eight per cent were housewives, ten and three-tenths por 
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cent clerks, nine ani nine-tenths per cent were employed in 
secretarial work, and six and six-tenths per cent were teaching, 
with amall poreentagss of women graduates in other types of 


enployment. 


CHAPTER IIt 
THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF THE YOUTH OF HOLY NEGE DISTRICT 


The infomation presented in Chapter II, which gives a 
portrayal of the social and economic pattern of life prevailing in 
the comunity, throws Light on the curriculum needs of the youth 
of Holy Neck District. In our present pattern of economic life 
many of the ohildren who grow up in rural communitios must find 
their yoeational opportunities and live their adult dives in urban 
communities. Therefore, attention must be given not only to their 
local community, bub alse to the larger world which is potentially 
theirs. 

Curriculum needs of the rural child, then, can be 
predicated upon an understanding of the particular child, a 
knowledge of and an understanding of the environment in which he 
lives, and a knowledge of and a belief in e desired way of Life,+ 

The Educational Policies Commission made a study of the 
needs of children and youth, This study examined organized 
soclety, both locally and nationally, and arrived ata philosophy 
of education which is accepted as being likely to accomplish the 





*yational Education Association, Addresses and Procesdings, 


1941, N.E.A., Washington, D. C., p. 152. 


39 


desired way of life in our American democracy. The subatance of 


the report ic summarized in the portion quoted below: 


Schools should be dedicated to the proposition 
that every youth in these United States ~~ regard~ 
less of sex, economic status, geegraphio location, 
or race ««~ should experience a broad and balanced 
education which will (1) equip him to enter an 
eceupation suited to his abilities and offering 
reasonable opportunity for personal growth and 
social usefulness; (2) prepare him to assume the 
fuli responsibilities of American citizenship; 

(3) give him a fair chance to -exercise his right 
to the pursuit of happiness; (4) stimulate intel- 
lectual ecuriesity, engender satisfaction in 
intellectual achievement, and cultivate the ability. 
to think rationally; and (5) help him to develop 
en appreciation of the ethical values which should 
undergind all life in a democratic society. It is 
the duty of a democratic society to provide 
opportunities for such education through ites 
sehoois. 


The Ten Imperative Needs of Youth listed by the 


Commission are given below; 


1. All youth need to develop salable skilis and 
those understendings and attitudes that make the 
worker an intelligent and productive participant 
in economics Life. 


2. All youth need to develop and maintein good 
health end physical fitness. 


3. All youth need to understand the rights and 
duties of the citizen of a democratic soelety, 

ani to be diligent and competent in the performance 
ef their obligations as members of the community 
and oitizens of the state and nation. 


% <All youth need to know how to purchase and use 
goods and services {ntelligentiy, understanding 
both the values received by the consumer and the 
economic consequences of their acts. 


5. All youth need to understand the significance 
ef the family for the individual and sectety and 
the conditions conducive to successful. family life. 


6 All youth need to understand the methods of 
selence, the influence of science on human life, 
and the main ecientific facts concerning the nature 
of the world and of man. 


7. All youth neod accoseanibien to develop their 
capacities to appreciate beauty in literature, art, 
music, end nature, 

&. All youth nosed to be able to use their Leisure 
time well and to budget it wisely, balancing 
activities that yield satisfactions to the individual 
with those thet are socially useful. 

9. All youth need to develop respect for other 
persons, to grow in their insight into ethical values 
and principles, and to be able to live and work 
ecoperatively with others. 

10. All youth need to grow in their ability to 


think rationally, to express their thoughts clearly, 
and to read and listen with understanding. 


The need for developing salable ekille is definitely 
indieated in the materials presented in Chapter IZ about the 
youth in Holy Neck Dietrict. Sixty and sight-tenths per cent 
of the graduates studied were gainfully employed or in school, 
Of the remaining thirty-nine and two-tenthe per cent, thirty- 
one and three-tenths per cent were housekeepers, the remaining 


seven and nine-tentha por cent ware unemployed or deceased. 





“Sipia., pp. meeweae. 


The employed youth were distributed among nine occupations, the 
largest per cent, twelve and nine-tenaths, being in agriculture. 
Sixty and seven-tenths per cont of the youth were engaged in 
homemaking, agriculture, clerking and seeretarial work. Educators 
heve long accepted the obligation of the school to provide voca- 
tional training in these cocupational fields. 

For the group engaged in teaching and other professional 
work the college preparatory courses constitute oecupattonal 
training. This is evidence that en efficient school program 
should be provided in the above areas in order to meet the need 
for developing saleable skills. ‘The school program showld provide 
also appropriate pre«vocational training for.the thirteen and 
five-tenths por cent of eraduates whose occupations are not 
included in the analysis above. 

The fact that sixty-eight and seven-tenths per cent 
of the graduates received no further training beyond the high 
sehool definitely indicates that the vocational training 4 large 
majority is to receive must be provided by the secondary school. 

in the etudy of the youth of Holy Neak District, pre+ 
sented in Chapter IZ, detailed data were not presented as to the 
health and physical fitness of the earaduates and the total popula~ 
tion. The lack of detailed information about this erea prevents 
@ complete enalysis of the needs of the youth in the district in 


thie particular. However, the need to develop good health and a 
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high standard of physical fitness is so generally recognized 

as being necessary to one's success and happiness that detailed 
evidence for this need my be superfluous. Seheols have provided 
various facilities and services to develop youth in this area. 
Effective provision of physical end health education is an 
essential of an adequate secondary school program, and pleyground 
end buiiding space for health education, for physical education 
and recreation, and for health services are recognized as being 
essential in ao modern school plant. 

A atudy of the statements of schools as to their needs 
in this area made by French* in 1947 reveals general agreement 
that the school should provide, in addition to the physical equip- 
ment, easily available medical and dental services, a cafeteria 
eupplying well-balanced and properly prepared meals and instruc 
tion designed to establish good health attitudes, habite and 
understand ings. 

To prepare youth to become diligent and competent 
members of the local community and citizens of the state, nation 
and the world, secondary schools must provide, in additions to a 
good program in the classroom, 4 rich and satisfying life in 
general for their pupils, There is need for the opportunity to 









"47412 French, All Youth Neod to Develop and Maintain 
Good Health and Physioe) Fitness, Bulletin Secondary School 
eg my 5 31, March, 1947, Washington, DsGe, N.E.As, 
pp. 27-29. 





achieve "status", to practice in school life democratic partici« 
pation in the management of their own affairs through offices, 
representative councils end delegated responsibility for carry- 
ing on a1] phases of achool life. Through democratic experience 
in the sehool and in the curriculum, the students can come to 
underatand the structure of government in a democracy and can be 
brought to accept the philosophy upon which it is based. In 
Holy Neok District thirty-two and five-tenthe per cent of the 
adult white population did not complete grade sshool and fifty- 
two per cent did not complete high school. To discharge the 
duties of citizenship in a democracy, a Righer level of education 
than this is needed, Guidance Services and adequate provision 
for dealing with personal problems, together with the experiences 
afforded through soetal studies courses, should bo included in a 
program designed to develop qualities characteristic of good 
citizenship, 

For a long period cof time schools have made some con- 
tribution to consumer education. The school should assist the 
student in his detormination to attain life at the highest 
standami he is capable of achieving. The school can meet this 
need through planned unite on consumer problems which pervade 
the entire program, The program of the school should provide the 
training thet will enable the student to handle with ease and 
eompetence the problems of shopping and dealing in a complex 


market. There is the need to provide experience in the manage- 
ment of personal affairs competently and wisely which cati be met 
through student participation in management of funds for classes 
and other school ormenizations. ‘The school should assist the 





students in developing a discriminating sense of values and a 
philosophy of life, and in applying them to the probleme of 
their everyday affaira, 

The thirty-seven and two-tenths per cent of high 
school graduates in Holy Neck District engaged in agriculture 
neod to be proficient as consumers. The skill used in purchasing 
peed, fSrtilizer and farm machinery has an important bearing on 
the farmer's success, 

To understand the significance of the family for the 
individual ané soelety and the conditions conducive to successful 
family life, certain definite experiences need to be provided by 
the school. Opportunity for participation in a wide variety of 
coeducational activities which will establish reletionshives which 
lead to intelligent selection of mates and living happily to- 
gether should be provided. The teacher should use the many 
opportunities that arise for teaching family solidarity and mutual 
posponsibilities of each member of the femily. ‘the pupils need 
the opportunity to investigate under guidance the personal and 
social problems which concern them in growing up and eatabliching 


new relationships with members of the opposite sex. In studying 
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modern family life the pupil also needs an opportunity to investi- 
gate the factors in the community which affect family life, ¢.¢., 
standards of living, cultural opportunities, the work of social 
agencies, and the like. 

The nee@ to understand the methods of ecience, the 
influence of seiense on human life, and the main stiontifie facts 
soncerning the mature of the world and of man becomes more presa~ 
ing with each sofentific discovery. To provide for this need 
students must be taught to state problems, form generalizations, 
make judgments, think critically, prove or disprove beliefs, and 
change their minds as the evidence dictates. Opportunity should 
be provided to develop reasonable explanations for the body 
changes, for natural phenomena and daily happonings, and to 
atimulate the use of acientific knowledge in daily living. Youth 
also neod to develop special abilities, hobbies, and interests, 
conduct individuel research, and some will pureue further study 
to deepen their understanding of science. ‘There ig also the need 
for first-hand contacts with the physical resources of the community, 
and with laboratory facilities. In 1940 sixty-cight and two- 
tenths per sont of the white population were engaged in agri- 
exlture, The methods and discoveries of science are of primary 
importance to the farmer; to be successful he needo a knowledge 
of soils, fertilizers, insect control » Plant and animal diseases 


and other findings of sciense, as applicd in agxvioulture. 


At the secondary echool level all youth need opportu- 
nities to develop their capacities to appreciate beauty in 
literature, art and nature. Tho development of vocational con 
petence in these fields is not the concern of this analysia. 
Thore is the ueed for comprehensive courses to dissover the 
pupil's aptitudes and to assiet him to see the part that music, 
for exampie, plays in making life worth living, and to have him 
feel that the development of his own creative abilities has a 
positive value for him. The discovery of these aptitudes and 
the encouragement of thoir development necessitates opportunity 
for exhibition of zork to classes and other groups. In addition 
to the familiar school play, operetta and similar public 
appearances, there is the need for performances in which students 
other than the most outstanding can have a special part. Home-~ 
room programs, Club programs end onewact plays are activities 
that meet this need. In Holy Neck District, as in most other 
wuval communities, there ia little opportunity for developing 
these appreciations and aptitudes uniess provision is made for 
them in the school program. 

The need to be able to use leisure tine well is closely 
related to the need for development of the capacity to appreciate 
beauty in literature, art and nature. The person whose capacities 
fox the enjoyment of beauty have been adequately devoloped has 
found a partial solution to his preblem of leisure. Moat of the 
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civie activities of a citizen take place during leisure time; 
therefore, there is need for opportunity to participate in school 
government and in the promotion of student enterprises, There ig 
also a need for an athletic program that includes sporta in which 
the individual ean participate throughout Life, such as, swimming, 
hiking, and table tennia, as well as a need for football, basket« 
ball and similar group sports, in which there may be active 
participation in youth and vicarious enjoyment in later life. As 
oar economic system shortens the working hours of men, the school 
becomes more obligated to explore a wide range of leisure pursuits. 
and the student's potential interest in and aptitude for those 
pursuits, In rvural communities such as Holy Neck District the 
development of recreational and leisure time activities has 
lagged. Their development could contribute much to the attras- 
tivenoss and fullness of life in the eommmity. These consider~ 
ations etphasize the responsibility of the secondary school to 
hake in this area appropriate contributions to the lives of both 
youth and adults. 

The many tensions existing in the world today emphasize 
the need of all youth to develop respect for other persons, to 
grow in their insight into ethical values and principles, and to 
be able to Live and work cooperatively with others. fo accomplish 


this aim the student must learn to evaluate all points of view 


‘from the standpoint of the common good. Arranging the program 
of the school to give students an opportunity to plan and work 
together cooperatively to achieve group purpeses is an effective 
method for meeting this need, The school should contribute to 
the pupli's achievement of self-direction with soeial responei~- 
bility. In Holy Neck District only thirty-seven and four-tenths 
per cent of the population is white, while sixty-two and six~- 
tenths per cent is Negro, There is a necessity, therefore, for 
the development of social competence adequate to cope with the 
tensions which arise from thia condition. 

In order to teach a pupil to think rationally, to 
express his thoughts clearly, end to read and listen with under- 
standing, the school must meet: 

1. ‘The need to give him techniques by which he may 
become an independent student. 7 


& The need to catch the interest or te challengs 
his thinking, 


3. The need to teach him to listen and to think by 
participating in group discussions. 


4, The need to give him practice in expressing his 
thoughts in beth oral and written form, 


5. The need to teach him to suspend judgment until 
he has studied all sides of the question, 


6. The need to give him credit for thoughtfully 
formilating his own opinions.® 





Srpid., p. 143. 
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In the Virginia State Chamber of Commerce study made 





in 1945, tests were given in American history, English, arith- 
tietie and veeding. The Holland High School was one of the 
forty-three schools included in the stuly. of the twalve-yoor 
eounty schools studied and the ecleven-year county schools 
studied, the students in the twelth grede of schools having 
twelve-year programs made consistently higher scores than students 
in the eleventh grade of schools having eleven~year programa. ® 
This evidence suggests that the students in eleven-year systens 
are below those in twelve-year systems with regard to achievement 
in the basic skills while in their last year of the secondary 
school and indicates a necd for improvement. 

All but four states now have twolveeyear programs, ’ 
Fifty-eight per cent of all the counties and cities in Virginia 
have adopted the twelve«year program.” The high schoo students 
of Holy Neck District will compete in college, in the omploymont 
market and the other areas of living in our democracy with 
individuals who have had the advantages of 4 twelve«year school. 













Svirginta s State Chamber of Comore, 3 
ment of High School Education in Vir; 

ee ar 7 228 
“Virgininniel Survey of Education in the United States 
194244, Statistics of State School Systeme 194544, pp. 37-38. 
ireinia State Department of Education, mimoographed 
materials, The Tvelve Year Sehool Systen, 1947, p. 2. 
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program. This definitely points to the desirability of a longer 
period of training to give the youth of Holy Neck District the 
maturity and the training nseded to place them on equal footing 
with the youth of other lovalities. 

In 1942 the school was evaluated by a comaittee using 
the "Evaluative Criteria’.” This committee recommended that the 
program be expanded to include business education, extension of 
the shop program, and that a better organized guidance program 


be aevetopea,t° 


The gonelusion drava from this report is that 
when judged by recognized standanis the youth of Holy Neck 
District need the opportunity for more vocational training and 


improved guidance services. 





* cooperative Study of Secondary School Standards, 
Evaluative Criteria, Washington, D.C., 1940 Edition. 

MO peport of the Evaluating Comnittee, Office of the 
Principal, Holland High School, Holland, Virginia. 





COLLERE Os WILLIAM & MARY 


CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


The educational needs of youth in Holy Neck District 
established in the proceding chapter may be diecussed under four 
main heade: general education, vocational education, college 


preparatory education, and guidance services. 


General Baucation 

The second imperative need of youth recognized in 
Chapter TI was the need to develop and maintain good health ana 
physical fitness. In the study of the youth of Holy Neck District 
no detailed date wore presented concerning the physical fitness 
ef the youth. ‘The recognition of this need is so generally 
accepted that detailed loeal data would seem unnecessary. 

To attain maximum physical development the health 
instruction should be both dixect and incidental. ‘There should 
be provision for instruction in areas such as first ald, personal 
hygiens, corrective exercise, safety, sex education, safe driv- 
ing, and family living. Some of these can be introduced as 
units in organized acience courses, others used. to be presented 
in well organized and preporly scheduled health courses, This 
can not be met by incigental teaching. 
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in sddition to a program of health instruction, there 
is need for a wide range of physical activities in which the 
students may participate. These can be provided by physical 
education classes, intramural sports, and intex~achool sports. 
‘The competitive sporte program should be carefully planned so 
thet the youth will compete with others of the same age and 
physical development. 

In order to compete on this basis with pupils of 
schools having twelve-year programs, and more then fifty per 
gent of Virginia high schools are twelve-year schools, the 
pupiis of Holland High Seheol should have the added maturity 
and physical growth which an additional year in school will 
afford. 

Students are permitted to compete in intemschool 
sports for only four years, therefore, under a twelve~year 
program in the first year of high school opportunity ie provided 
for all students te participate in a variety of sports and 
physical activities instead of concentration on a limited number 
of intereschool sporta, 

Planning a program te teach the wise use of leisure 
time is closely related to the physical education program due to 
the fact that many people spend part of their leisure time 
participating in sports and games and attending contests in the 


Spectator sports. 

& twelve-yoar program would provide in the first year 
of high school an opportunity for perticipation in a variety of 
activities and enable him to select those thet give him a sense 
of satiofaction end achievement. This type of exploratory program 
gould also inolude activities in the arts. Such a program 
would contribute to development of the student to: pursue with 
pleasure participation in physical activity, group activities, and 
some hobby that can be practiced alone or with the family. 

A twelve«year program would contribute to the develop- 
mont of appreciation for beauty by exploratery courses, especial- 
ly in music and art, in which en alert teacher may discover 
significant responses to various experiences, An additional 
year of high school would provide time for training in the areas 
in which significant aptitudes and interests are discovered. 

The exploratory program and wisely selected activities would 
enable the student to discover his capecities and provide a 
social motive for practicing them. 

in Holy Neck District the school 1s the only agency 
that has the possibility of contributing with reasonabic ado~« 
qguecy to the development of an appreciation of art and 
training for the use of leisure time; it is essential, there- 
fore, that the Holland High School provide a well-rounded 


program to accomplish this purpose. 





A twelve-year school progren would impreve the ¢ivis 
competence of the students through an improved soelal studies 
program. This improvement would be accomplished primarily by 
the addition of one year of work in this field in the first yoar 
of high school. This course should be planned to: 

Assist the individual fn achieving «a satisfying 
piace in the life of his social group, 


Stimulate cach individual to participate unseif- 
fshiy in group activities. 


Help each individual enrich and extend his personel 
interests. . 
Develop Leadership which recognizes end appreciates 
the contributions which each individual oan make to 
the life of the group. 

Develop a followership which will accept the will of 
the majority without sacrificiag personal convictton, 
a Willingness to put aside personal interests when 
situations arise which afford en opportunity to — 
work for the better soolal conditions for a group. 
Develop basic habits of courtesy, 

Belp each pupil make better adjustment to high school. 
Develop wholesome boy-girl relationships. 


Help pupils understand and appreciate the resources 
of the comunity, 


Appreciate community services provided by cooperative 
- group effort. 


Inspire respect for the dignity of honest work. 
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Inervease ability to find facts, for opinions based 

on facts, and express these opinions and the reasons 

for then orally and in writing. 

Develop an appreciation of the contributions of 

persons of different nationalities, races and religions 

to social well being. 
Vocational Training 

‘Vooational training in agriculture is suggested by the 
fact that sixty-eight and two-tenths per cent of the white 
population were engaged in agriculture, twelve and nino«tenths 
per sent of the graduates studied entered this field, and thirty- 
one and eight-tenthe per cent of the out of school youth in 1940 
were so engaged. The analysis further indicates that the program 
in vocational agriculture would be concerned with the culture of 
corn, peanuts, cotton, and swine production, since these are the 
principal agricultural products of the area. In addition to 
emphasis on the ebove types of farming, the program ia agriculture 
should heve as a goal the exploration of other possibilities for 
introduction of other crops that can be profitably cultivated. 
The program in vocational agriculture should prepare 

the student for successful life on the farm. To ascomplich this 


purpose it must provide training in the skilis common to 





 Asuggestions for the Inauguration of a Twelve-Year 
School System, Part If, Section II, State Board of Education, 
Commonwealth of Virginia, Richmond, Va., May, 1947, p. 2. 
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sericulture in general as woll as specialized training in the 
type of farming practiced in Holy Neck District. Due to scientific 
and mechanical developments,to besome suecessful in the field of 
eericulture a long period of training is required. The rapid 
mechanization of farming suggests that the program in agriculture 
should include training in shop skills as weil as classroom 
instruction in general sericulture. The program should be so 
organized that the student with the aid of his parents and teacher 
has the opportunity to apply practices studied to his own situa- 
tion, thus making his instruction highly functional. 

Such a program of work in esriculture would provide 
one type of work experience training in which the habits of 
promptness, dependability, reliability and the realization of the 
importance of completing an undertaking oan be developed. The 
development of such character traits are essential for success in 
any occupation and an imperative nead for good citizenship. 

The study of the occupations of the graduates of Holland 
High School revealed that sixteen end five-tenths per cent entered 
the business field, Acceptance of the first imperative aced of 
youth as stated in Chapter IIT obligates the school to provide 
) vodational training in this aren. The fact that this training was 
not available probably prevented some graduates who were interested 
in thie type of work from becoming so engaged. To moet this need 
the achool should provide training in general business, typewriting, 
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shorthand, bookkeeping and some opportunity for a work experience 
program. This analysis also suggests the school should consider 
the feasibility of offering courses in distributive education and 
diversified occupations. 

This vrocomended expansion of the ¢ urriculum should 
improve the holding pewer of the school since it would meet the 
yocational interest and need of a large group and provide a 
curriculum in which the students chances for success are much 
improved. 

Forty-eight per cent of the women graduates, or thirty- 
one and three-tenths per cent of all graduates, wore engaged in 
homeemaking. It is important to recall that this occupational 
study wae made soon after students ereduated from high school and 
it is probable that a larger per cent became so engaged later. 
This presumption ice strengthened by the fact that the survey of 
the population in 1940 showed that eighty-two and one-tenth per 
cont of the adult women were homemakers. All the evidence indi- 
cates that a large per cent of the girls need a comprehensive 
program of training in heme economics. Such a program would also 
provide vocational training for smaller groups who become employed 
in restaurants, interior decomtion, sewing and related ocoupatione, 
fhe program should be comprehensive enough to provide training in 


using the income and other resources of the family to provide 


essential needs, feeding the family, clothing the family, housing 
the family and equipping the home, caring for children, protecting 
an@ maintaining the health of the family, and developing and 
maintaining happy family relations, 

To develop this program of vocational education a 
twelve-year sehool program is necessary, In a twolvo-year program 
there vould be opportunity for diagnosing and strengthoning 
weaknesees in the tool aubjects before entering a vocational field. 
An additional year would alse provide the time to offer exploratory 
gourses in the three vocational fields considered, 


To sunmarize, a twelve-year program with vocational 





training in the areas discussed would meat the vocational needs 
of sixty and seven-tenths per cent of the graduates as revealed by 
this study. Of the remainder, twenty-one and two-tenths pex cent 
entered college and for these the college preparatory program, 
which is discussed later, constitutes vocational training. The 
addition of business subjects to the curriculum would probably 
result in an inerease in the number of greduates who enter this 
field, due to the fact that they would have the advantage of vooan- 
tional training at the high scheol level enabling them to secure 
positions. ‘The general school program would provide prevocational. 
treining for the mall per cent remaining. 

The need for such a program ie further emphasized by 
the fact that sixty-eight and seven-tenths per cent of the graduates 
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studied received no further training beyond high school, which 
suggests that whatever salable skills are to be developed for a4 
large group must be accomplished at the high school level, 


College Preparatos 





The fact that twonty-one and three-tentha per cent of 
the graduates entered college suggests the need for a strong 
Gollege preparatory curriculum. To provide such a program this 
achool should have an opportunity at the eighth grade level for 
the study and diagnosis of the levels of skills in English, 
mathematics and scionce, this diagnosia to be followed by remedial 
instruction, To accomplish this a twelve-year school system is 
necessary, the eighth erade being concerned with the diagnostic 
and remedial work and the remaining yeara of high school devoted 
£0 pursuit of recognized courses in these fields, Such a program 
together with counseling records of activities and abilities 
would provide an exellent basis for rendering guidance sarvice 


4n the matter of college recommendations, 


Guidance Services 

The comprehensive and varied program suggested will 
impose the need for wise choices on the part of students. In the 
first year of high school many choices have to be made that have 
4importent bearing on the remaining years of high school and life 
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after school, In order to make wise choices as to what courses 
to follow or what curriculum to pursue, exploratory courses 
should be provided in the vocational fields and from the college 
iculun which would: 





proparatory cur: 
L. Provide the pupil with a better perspective of 
a field of work, 


2. Offer pupils experience while they are exploring 
a f16e)4 of work thst will have intrinsic values. 


&. Offer pupils a series of exploratory experiences 
which will have high guidance value, help pupils 
think mors realistically of their awn potentialities 
in relation to a field of work, 

4. Help pupils realize the necessity for basic 
technical or scientific information required for 

success in various fields of work and study.” 

fhe program of studies recomonied suggests an imperative 
need for exploratory courses at Holland High Sehool in vocational 
agriculture, dusiness, and home oconomics. 

The opportunity for observing many phases of pupil be- 
havior under a variety of circumstances ia a necessity for good 
guidance, Time should be provided in order that the teacher may 
study the individual at work, studying, at play and in his home. 
Time must also be provided for the practice of the technique of 
ease studies. The school progrem should provide a wide variety of 





Boaggestiona f for the Tneugucation of a ” tuelve-Year 
School System, Part II, Seetion III, State Board of Education, 
Commonwealth of Virginia, Richmond, Va, May, 1947, p. 1. 
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situations in which the pupiis' emotional behavior is observed, 
enabling the teacher to recognize more readily established behavior 
patterns, Child stuly and guidance must not be left to chance; 
it should be an integral and basic part of the program providing 
a basis for counseling that will function through all the years 
of high sohool. 

The fact that fifty-two per cent of the white population 
did not complete high school indicates poor adjustment of the 
achool program to individual neede and is evidence for the need 
not only for varied offering, but also for pupil guidance in 
selecting appropriate educational experiences fn which he can 
succeed and find satisfaction. 

fhe fact that sixty-eight and two-tenths per cent of 
the adult population of the District were engaged in farming, 
whereas only twelve and nine«tenths per cent of the graduates 
were a6 engaged has an implication for guidance service. Employ- 
ment trends, based on Federal government. reports, estimate that 
about sixty per cent of rural youth may expect to support thenselves 
in theixy own communities.” It would appear that a larger per cent 
of the graduates could profitably find employment in the field of 


agriculture, and that & good guidance program could ateer more pupils 









Seaucation for All American Youth, Educational Policies _ 


Commission, ‘ . 44, NEA. , Washington, Dae, Be 59. 
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with appropriate interests and qualifications into that vocation. 

The responsibility of the school for making college 
recommendations and the obligation to train pupils to assess their 
own likelihood of sucesss in college is further evidence of the 
need for guidence service. A well organized program in this area 
would provide the information netessary for making such decisions 
not by grades and oredits, but from counseling records of 
activities and abilities, 

To provide these essential guidance services a twelve- 
year school program is necessary. The additional yoar would 
provide the time for exploratory courses and for a systematic 
approach to the stuly of the pupils’ personal and social problems. 


Recommendations 

To provide the educational program suggested by the 
needa of the youth, and outlined in this Chapter, the Holy Neck 
District should adept a twelve~year school program because: 

4. A twelve~year program would enable the students of 
Holland High School to attain the same chronological age and 
physical maturity as students of other schools with twelve-year 
programs with whom they compete in interacholastic events, thereby 
placing the competition on o more equitable basis. 


2, Industry in general does not employ people before 


they are eighteen or older which means that under the eleven~year 
program graduates who do not take further training are likely to 
have a year or more of unemployment, All studente under a twelve- 
year program would have a year longer under the influence of their 
hones 





end parents, 

3. The twelwe~year program would improve the opportunity 
for providing a broader program of activities through which the 
seheol could offer the student rich and stimulating experiences 
which are vitally connected with the life of the community. 

4. A tvelve-year program will enable the school to 
provide at the sighth grade level diagnostic and remedial work in 
English, science and generel mathematics, This would strengthen 
and improve achievement in the basic skills and give students at 
the ninth gerade level an additional year of maturity which would 
enable them te pursue to greater advantage work in the organized 
fields of English, science, mathemetic¢s and vocational training, 

S. The addition of another year of work to the high 
sthool would make feasible the broadening of the vocational train- 
ing program of the school. Business training and possibly courses 
in diversified occupations and distributive education could be 
dneluded. The longer period of time would improve the program in 
yoeational agriculture and home economics through the exploratory 


work in these fields and by placing the student under the influence 


of the echool, for a longer period of time. Such a program would 
meet with reasonable adequacy the weational neeiis of the youth 
of the district. 

8. Under a twelve-year program the college preparatory 
work would be strengthened and improved by disgnostic and remedial 
work at the elghth gerade level. Ana additional year would enable 
the students to meet college entrance requirements with less 
aifficulty by providing sufficient time to take required sourses, 
for example, courses in mathematics to enter engineering schoola. 

7. A twelve~year program would implement a bettex gui- 
dance program by providing the time and organization necessary to 
good guidance services. Guidance is the keystone to a compre< 


hensive school program. As sehool programs are expanded ani the 





ocoupetional possibilities for youth are multiplicsd the need to 
help students detexmine their individual aptitudes and to advise 
them in their choices of courses and vocations is imperative. 

The twolve-year program would provide at the eighth 
gerade level time for study of atudents* personal and seoial 
problems and for exploratory courses in the vocational fields 
in which training is offered. These experiences would provide 
the basis for a guidance and counseling program that would function 
through the remaining years of high school. 


8 <A broader offering, including additional vocational 


training ani good guidance services, would improve the holding 
power of the sthool, 

9. There are only four states, including Virginia, 
thet do not have twelve~year programs end fifty-eight por cent 
of the counties and cities in Virginia have the twelve-year 
programg, Therefore for the youth of Holy Neck District to have 
high school opportunity equivalent to that of the youth from othor 
parts of our state and nation a twelve<year program would appear 


te be netessary. 
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